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Learning to fly at OSC in 1939

by Bruce Mercer

| started my flying in 1939 at Corvallis when | was a Sophomore at Oregon State Coﬂegé. The airport was south of town, not
too far from the present field. It was a pasture like field with a lot of rain filled holes on the runway. The flight instructor,
mechanic, and owner was P. W. Lyndon, a very pleasant fellow with a lot of nerve.

1took my first lesson on January 21, 1939, flying a Piper Cub J-2 with a 40 hp. engine and no brakes. We checked the
mags on the way to the end of the runway. On the takeoff and landing an effort was made to miss the rain filled holes
because the splash came up through the openings in the floor boards. Most of the flight instruction was in 15 minute
intervals, | presume because of cost. | don't remember how much per hour the costs were, but | flew about 11 hours and
my total college expenses for the year, including the flying, was only $585! | soloed in 8 hours with a flight of 5 minutes on
June 22, 1939. | have included a copy of my log book and license.

There was not a flying club at the time, but a number of students were flying then. In 1941 a CPT program was being
promoted but was instructed at the Albany airport. The advanced group flew Waco biplanes. Wow!!
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